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Equivalent Translation of TCM Terms

GONG Qian
(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410208, China)

ABSTRACT: TCM terms are characterized by conciseness and vague meaning so their translation has become a difficult point
in TCM translation. Based on the elaboration of the connotation of equivalent translation, this paper discusses the three levels of
equivalent translation of TCM terms:complete equivalence, maximal equivalence and no equivalence. When there is agreement of
grammatical meaning, referential meaning and connotative meaning between the target text and the source text, complete equivalence
is achievable. If there is accordance of referential meaning between the translated text and the original text, maximal equivalence is
attainable. In case of no equivalent of TCM terms’ referential meaning in the target language, there will be no equivalence between

the translated text and the original text.

KEY WORDS: TCM terms; grammatical meaning; referential meaning; connotative meaning; equivalent translation
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