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Artemisinin and Quercetin Inhibit Cytokine Storm Mdiated
by SARS-CoV-2 Spike Protein
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ABSTRACT: Objective To investigate whether the single or combined treatments with artemisinin and quercetin can
improve. Methods Cell viability was measured, and then the improvement effects on SARS CoV -2 S protein —mediated
cytokine storm by artemisinin or quercetin alone or in combination were detected. Results Under the stimulation of SARS
CoV -2 S protein, artemisinin or quercetin alone or in combination could significantly alleviate the Cytokine storm by
inhibiting the over activation of NFKB. Conclusion Both artemisinin and quercetin alone and in combination can effectively
inhibit SARS CoV-2 S protein mediated—cytokine storm.
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VEFA®, i, KA 8828 5 A5 1 RIS
SRR S R R AR SR 25 W, AT RE A B T
TR FIEY TR T e bR g 7 R

SARS-CoV-2 JEYL i T S £ 111 5 4 il 2 1t
M1 Z 9k KLl 2 (angiotensin converting enzyme
2, ACE2) &4 , 3% 20 2 ORI N A (AR E A )
FBE N B IR, LSRRI B B 10, 4 T X
5T 22, SARS-Co V=2 [ RER S B (L ] DL EL#45
& IR Toll BEAZAA (Toll like receptor, TLR)[TLRI
TLR4 F1 TLR6], X FFE A% KT (NF)-kB[nuclear
factor(NF)—« B, NFKBJ# % 193 , T E I8 5T 25
FIE R AT T e sk, G SO AN SZ 45l 235
KM X I P B B B, X R R
SRR B 58 ek il 9% R 451 43 1 7™ AR B LA KR K
TARGEE YA OE-, PRk, BHBT S 25 1/ 919 SARS-
CoV =2 #i g 7 A X Flj SARS—CoV -2 YL & &
BLLE S B A T I 4IRS TR
B EE I 58 2 Je 8 B R B () O A YT I 1

JatrFEiCa, T EA Al R G R 2 B g
2475 o DT ARG R 24 R ] SR 25 1L A T AT R A Gt
I A O il , R AT 2 (T L 7 TR AL A R X
— BTN PR G L RSN R, A
TKAR U 76K Ah X SARS—Cov -2 28 fA i 7 HY 38 K
TG PEN 2 GO F KEGG 43 Hr 26 BH , 75 75 18 1o 1
T RRAE TN G FE oAb AR T3k 1 X B e i 9 121,
BT P4 0 RCHE P A3 A e Y, DA 3 et 3 5 S A
G J2E 7 KA SR % A O W O 2 R S A 5 o Al
2R

T 1 20 A B 3R 0 A AE T 95 s AT v
FEAYIEEA G, F & RIE Veroko 4l
N 7 ) Ak B 1l I A BEAT SARS-Co V=2 % Hp i /%
R A RCR GEEREPEFE 2053 )R 35 5 54)M, itz
FTE VeroE6 il il v I 72 (4T SARS-CoV -2 il 2
7R R R ROR (GE B £0=39.81)1, AL,
T 1o 2 R e 254 Ay e e s 28 <y AR B e v b iy 32
B W A, B BB (K W A R T
REA T B FIYR 7 B e il 4

BT BT R WAV B 7L 58 2 M
ik e 2R PR B H Al 2 5 AT LA L ) S Bt

BE I 5 2R A 04 200 PR XU Dl 3 3 el il %

1 #E#rE

1.1 Venn #7408 £ 047 H 9%, ¥ COVID-19.F
AR K A CTD $ode e, T8R4 . 2y
SIAE X FE P 20 2 (8] AT Venn 23#T . HK, 28 X
Iy I L SERE FAER] DAVID 2R 415 B 8 PAN-
THER %4 . GO (CEER AR ) B4 i KEGG B4 4 |
Reactome B0 BRI A5 BB o SRS, X ax 2652 S
FEN AT B AR 0HT, DAV 33 0 5 DR X A ) ot A
(BP) .73 F DI RE (MF) 40 i ji 53 (CC) A 538 % 1Y)
S

12 e, Ak A Vero QUMK [ WU KFA:
YL o F A S S MR AN A
10%FBS 1Y Dulbecco 2 B Eagle 3% 57 % (Dulbecco’s
Modified Eagle’s Medium, DMEM)H', 37 37 CF
5% CO, M . A1 (Fetal bovine serum, FBS) .
Dulbecco’s B K Eagle (Dulbecco’s Modified Eagle
Medium,DMEM ) $ 55 & F1 8 12 £5 2% v 25 7K (phos-
phate—buffered saline,PBS)I4 [ Gibco(Grand Island,
NY,USA). M &g — i A8 & 3 R % (Pyrro-
lidinedithiocarbamate ammonium,PDTC) . 75 & 2 FIH#
Rz Z M Solarbio 3575 . Ebselen J&: M Beyotime WL f)
13 @iesEAh &A1 mL Vero E6 4R %
FEETE 37 COKIB IR MR, T4 mL &% 10%
FBS ) DMEM 8535 R 54557 76 1 000 rpm 2547 F
B 4 min, 7725 BN 1~2 mL B3R5 M
BRFTIRAT; ¥ Vero E6 4 Fh 2 N EE 7200, 77
37 C. WEUMECH 5% CO, Bi 3R P 532100 5 Vero
E6 1% 3 1k 80%~90% , BV Al HEA T4 3%

L4 mieE A m g F g0 DUE B R R E) 96
FLA A 15 75 55 400 285 5 3 3 2 70%~90% 5 W H 96 L.
MRAL P R 3R 3, in AGE & PBS 1 Y40 ; 1M 5 5
JCIILE DMEM 1598 5601 CCKS ¥ i i B S Ml (L
B2 10 1) RGBS E  BALMA 100 pL S ,
FFIEE 2 ARG AH I BEFL A 100 wL K, i
BT 37 CHI 5% CO, THIRFAMPEE 1 h; 7€ 450 nm
b R

1.5 NFKB p65 # F & Kol 2  HEK293T-hACE2
R o R MRECR R+ R B0 NFKB
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=R P EA R R

i 46 %

7 PDTC A3 6 h, #X)5 5 SARS-CoV-2 S & 10
B 18 ho H NFKB p65 % 55 PR 12055 & 20 A A2 4
G310 NK—kB e PR3 Ak o (1 2 A R0 200 I
P B 7 5 ) B A0 B T R AN ML 2% 43 . 3k BCA
R B R S RO . K 0~2 g AZ AR )
FEVRA NFKB p65 A FHIFLHIEE 1 he 5B—K
WEE T VERALITE S NFKB p65 045 St — 2 3 R
H 1 h, 5—FPURWEE, JRFFLIFS HRP A1
TRBUAREREE 1 h, RIS TRG. mALnAfkAE k&
JC AR, T FC TR P AR 5 o PR, 1
P NFKB He g N1 05 pg SRR 206

1.6 4% A ELISA X /i &35 IL-1B.1L-18.I1L-6 #=
IL-8 Wi I (NFKB p65 % iGPEI & ) fr ik 4k B
HEK293T-hACE2 #iiifl . W57 it LL 3 000
rpm 5L 20 mino ARSI 5E IO 5 4 100 pl
FE SRR | 5 T A T o R A 1 S
AL A LRI AR LV i B AR, JRAE
37 CTHE 2 ho WA IMAKIGUAIFAE 37 CF
E 1 ho SPUAME S, BRIEALIFS HRP #4501 —
KHUAPEE 40 min, SRJGVER . A 100 wL WG
W, 7E 37 CHYRETH WA 15~20 min J5 il AfE L%
W, I DN 450 nm BBOBGEER G OD {H .
B o3BT - 75 EENE IR OD {5 ok 25 A br ol FAE
A OD B o LABRIES™ S 1k B Ry A6, OD {9
A, BEAT DO S EU A o ARIEFE LY OD {8, ARHEFrR
M TS AW, IR AR B R 5, LIRS FE S 1Y
I e B

1.7 “itodr 4R LLFIME £ SD R, Graphpad
Prism 7.0 8 F T 43 8dli . 384 Student AYAEBCXT
¢ K30 HE AR 20 2 ) () 26 5 o Lk R 3R O 22 43 BT AN
F )5 Tukey K: 560 M R RILLR Y 2 E AL PIE/NT
0.05, B IA A 2 1 1Y

2 #R

2.1 Venn 2 ##=E &£ 54 K H Gene 5{ Pubchem
B A SR R SRR R T s 3 A ZE A
KRR AT, 258 N i i S R B0 9 889,
30 i1 4 149, Venn ZrHr& R ange 1 FE 1 s o X5
RIAE 1 RN 4E 2.3 8% 4 2 8] 1) 28 X H AT GO
AR w A FE B E SR A I S5 R R 2 1. BRIl R
M ZE (24 BP,18 MF,0 CC,75 KEGG & H1 95
REACTOME i % ), 2. #75efili &% Flffit e 2 (782 BP.
139 MF.128 CC.208 KEGG i % fll 444 REACTOME
W), 3. Rl R FE R+ R (787 BP.145
MF.128 CC.208 KEGG i % Fil 444 REACTOME if
%) o ARHEAFZE 5 10] , Ui 6 HH B AR A3 BTl R v i AR
KIH (W K AAE AR R -COVID-19 55), IF
WIRTESR 2-7

COVID-19
FEPR4E (9 889)

HE R LR
FHEE (4 156)

7226 2663 1493

B1 #EMXMEER+MEREZEMAERNLERE

%1 Venn o#h

SEAEFE AL LIRS 1Ol RN AR 2(H) RN AR 38R N 4R 4R
28 COVID-19(9 889) TR (30)
2 657 COVID-19(9 889) it % (4 149)
2 663 COVID-19(9 889) FH iR+ E (4 156)
x2 FEMASEEELNEEN GO E&E4H
GOTERM Term Count % P-Value Benjamini

BP I-kappaB kinase/NF-kappaB signaling 4 143 5.10E-05 1.60E-03
BP inflammatory response 5 179 1.30E-03 3.00E-02
MF TkappaB kinase activity 2 7.1 3.70E-03 3.40E-02

L BP AW B ME 43 FIRE, CC: 57 o
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®3 FEMXSWMEELZIXERN GO EENHT

GOTERM Term Count Yo P-Value Benjamini
BP positive regulation of NF-kappaB transcription factor activity 57 2.1 8.90E-13 1.30E-10
BP positive regulation of inflammatory response 44 1.7 5.80E-12 6.80E-10
BP viral entry into host cell 37 1.4 5.70E-09 3.80E-07
BP cellular response to virus 33 1.2 1.20E-08 7.00E-07
BP immune response 92 3.5 3.10E-04 5.20E-03
CcC endocytic vesicle membrane 21 0.8 3.20E-04 4.50E-03
TE:BP: A=Yyl 2, MF - 207 I RE, CC - AL A

x4 HEMAEESER+MERZIXEER GO EELH

GOTERM Term Count % P-Value Benjamini
BP inflammatory response 126 4.7 7.00E-21 2.60E-18
BP positive regulation of I-kappaB kinase/NF-kappaB signaling 66 2.5 8.70E-14 1.40E-11
BP viral entry into host cell 37 1.4 6.00E-09 3.80E-07
BP immune response 92 3.5 3.10E-04 5.30E-03
BP toll-like receptor 4 signaling pathway 8 0.3 1.60E-03 2.00E-02
CcC endocytic vesicle membrane 21 0.8 3.20E-04 4.50E-03
G BP AW MF 2 53 T I, CC: AR

x5 FEMXSEERXXEENBREESNT

Category Term Count % P-Value Benjamini
KEGG RIG-1-like receptor signaling pathway 5 17.9 2.70E-05 1.40E-04
KEGG NF-kappa B signaling pathway 5 17.9 1.30E-04 4.30E-04
KEGG Toll-like receptor signaling pathway 5 17.9 1.30E-04 4.30E-04
KEGG Coronavirus disease — COVID-19 5 17.9 2.60E-03 5.60E-03
REACTOME Diseases of Immune System 5 17.9 4.60E-07 1.60E-05
REACTOME FCERI mediated NF-kB activation 5 17.9 2.40E-05 3.40E-04
REACTOME Fc epsilon receptor( FCERI )signaling 5 17.9 1.60E-04 1.00E-03

1 :KEGG:KEGG il jifs, REACKOME : REACKOME i [t

®6 HEMXEMEEZXERNBREESN

Category Term Count Yo P-Value Benjamini
KEGG Toll-like receptor signaling pathway 59 2.2 1.80E-15 1.30E-14
KEGG NOD-like receptor signaling pathway 81 3 8.30E-13 4.60E-12
KEGG NF-kappa B signaling pathway 55 2.1 8.90E-13 4.70E-12
KEGG Coronavirus disease — COVID-19 89 33 4.30E-10 1.70E-09
KEGG Fe epsilon RI signaling pathway 37 1.4 2.90E-09 1.00E-08
KEGG RIG-1-like receptor signaling pathway 35 1.3 1.30E-07 3.90E-07
REACTOME Immune System 534 20.1 3.10E-23 1.70E-20
REACTOME Fcgamma receptor (FCGR )dependent phagocytosis 30 1.1 5.40E-04 4.10E-03

¥ :KEGG:KEGG %, REACKOME : REACKOME 3 % .
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Category Term Count % P-Value Benjamini
KEGG Toll-like receptor signaling pathway 59 22 1.90E-15 1.40E-14
KEGG NOD-like receptor signaling pathway 81 3 9.20E-13 5.00E-12
KEGG NF-kappa B signaling pathway 55 2.1 9.60E-13 5.10E-12
KEGG Coronavirus disease — COVID-19 89 33 4.70E-10 1.80E-09
KEGG Fc epsilon RI signaling pathway 37 1.4 3.00E-09 1.10E-08
REACTOME Immune System 534 20.1 5.10E-23 2.70E-20
REACTOME SARS-CoV-2 activates/modulates innate and 39 15 1 00E-03 7 20E-03

adaptive immune responses

1 :KEGG:KEGG il fis, REACKOME : REACKOME i 5

22 HEERMEE A Vero E6 5 HEK293-ACE2
ey m e AR IR AE R R E <
100 pM 17 & 3 S e R 20 5 AL B Vero E6 B8
HEK293 -ACE2 4l i 24 h, A~ £ T3 Vero E6 fll
HEK293-ACE2 4l ifg 7 1 & 35 R B A (P>0.05) (Can &
2 i)

120 - Vero E6 cells
S R N N i S
=)
g 30
& J
= 60+
& |
=
- 40+
= ]
(ST
0 T T T T T T T T T T 1
R N -G L )
S S - 'g o aawn s
Concentration of Artemisinin
(pnmoL/mL)
A

{203, 2
120 - HEK293-ACE2 celk

10041 = T
T
| Teerg o

-]
=
L 1

Cell Viability (100%)
- (=)
=] [=]
1 1 1

20
0 T T T T T T T 71
I I R T T R
S S - NS
L -]
Concentration of Artemisinin

(pmoL/mL)
c

2.3 SARS-CoV-2S % & i iZ 4~F NFKB #9id & ;
FHEFmeR T RE ETE 3 o nygdE, x4
FIEREINTT < 1)S 8 (A AT Rl i DLy A XA
T NFKB (98 B 00 1 S 25 S A D~ U (P<
0.05);2)NFKB i3] PDTC @10 S & A 31
NFKB F ik 3800 10 25 30 20 240 B A - XU (PP<0.05 )

Vero E6 cells
120

2
|_|
|_|

L

g
b
b
§

£

Cell Viability (100%)
2
1

=]

=

T T T T T T T T
S
S S =~ m 3a " 7 §
Concentration of Quercetin

(pg/mL)
B

T
=

HEK293-ACE2 celks

g B

Tl =015 - 4 .

5

Cell Viability (100%)
a
1

=

=

(BN DELEN LA L |

. T -
-+ "] w w
Izsganues
Concentration of Quercetin

{pg/mL)
D

T T
© w,
-
—

A A HER,B MR, RAFHE «SD £n,
B2 FEZDiMEEIT Vero E6 71 HEK293-ACE2 41E /189 2201
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e

12000 -

bl

100040 4

3000 - T

NFKB pé6% luminescence
—u

Mean OD value of nuclear

Sprotein (nM) -
PDTC (pM) =

B

L L
in H
T I

o

LOG [Concentration, pg/mL]
- 2
1l 1
=

=
& in
1iaaly

)

IL-1f|IL-1p IL-1f| IL-6 | IL-6 | IL-6 | IL-8 | IL-8 | IL-8 |TL-18|IL-18 [IL-18
Sprotein (nM) | - 10 10 - 10 10 - 10 10 - 10 10
PDTC (uM) | - - 25 - - 25 - - 25 - - 25

: A. SARS-CoV-2S ZE /5 NFKB 1 B i% , B. SARS-CoV-2S E FiASFAME FX 2, 45 RFEm N « bR,
B3 SARS-CoV-2S EHIEI NS NFKB Wit E#iEMIESHAMEFRE

2.4 FEEAM & E 2T SARS-CoV-2S K @ A-F 4 18000
NFKB i & # % 3] £ 4 0 6, B 7 RUR 49 i# 56 4F 0 £ £ 15000 B

W4 S FOR, SRIF DS BAREE o L 1w
5 NFKB 1038 O LU S AR TR P B2 oo
005);2) HHH (S bW AHAK (1S mORMAH — F2 oo ﬂ s
AR B S B A T NFKB 8933 B 0 ;E% 3ooo-§ |—L‘ d
BEE TN TFRE (P<0.05):3) T E ST I
(15uM) R R (15 pMDBEAATF R i iy SProwm@ap = 10 19 }2 1_"
ST IR ERCR (4P<0.05) ;4 )NFKB #1135 PDTC Quercetin(uM)  — - 15 15—

PDTC (uM) — - - -
GERFTR N BIE + b2

B4 FEZ(15 pM)FEZE(15 pM ) EMS B A BT
S EB N5/ NFKB it E#iER I H1ER

(]
L]

o HE R R R (15 M) A 2 2 (15 M) B
AR B RUR (1P<0.05)55) 5 PDTC A HE , 5 18 &
(15 M) 5H 2 2 (15 uM) BUEE AR 97 R HE 25

G ROCR (4P>0.05)

3 g HIPR AR R 2SI AR 2y k2D o rh B
FLTE 4 000 4EHT P BE R L2 SR BRI 3 2 ROE R B 22 B0 T 5 5 LR, RO 29T 58 X+

ZeiEAT T AR R S M AH e R B T R i R 2 T A A BB I T T R R A EE
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A 400 B 1200 -
1 l 1000 - _T_
300 1 b
g | g 800 - b
g 200 - be ‘g 600 - b,
= | d o 1 d
7 T 400
H 100 = ;
| mmf1
0 I_T_Il —T T T T T o+ 4
S protein (nM) - 10 10 10 10 10 Sprotein (nM) - 10 10 10 10 10
Artemisinin(pM) - - 15 - 1§ - Artemisinin(pM) - - 1§ - 15 -
Quercetin(pM) - - - 15 15 - Quercetin(pM) - - — 15 1§ -
PDIC (M) - - - - - 25 PDTC{(uM) - - - - - 25
c 400 - L. 2400 - .
1 2000
300
3 ] g 1e00- b b
& i b & i
% 200 2 1200 be g
=) ] bge & 800
=100+ d =
] r_l 400
[ L M 0 |_L| ...........
Sprotein(nM) - 10 10 10 10 10 Sprotein(nM) - 10 10 10 10 10
Artemisinin{pM) - - 15 - 1§ - Artemisinin{pdM) - - 1§ - 15 -
Quercetin(uM) - - - 15 1§ - Quercetin(pdM) - - — 15 15 -
PDIC (M) - - - - - 25 PDIC(uM) - - - - - 25

. A IL-1B,B. IL-18,C. IL-6,D. I1.-8, Z5H3m J EYIMH  brifE 2= .

5 FERMMEERSATHRRBEEANSHRXEBREFRRNSEEER

H 2019 4ELIKE, 1 SAS—-Co V-2 51 )37 e ifi &
PETE X Bk AR = A T IRIE R, HER AR,
VAT — B SR TR YT MK it R WA 38 A%
Juhiig o AHFEUE], 15 2R (MR EE < 100 M) Echi e 2=
(HeE <100 uM)Xf Vero E6 Fil HEK293-ACE2 4l fifl
B AR (8] 2) . X 5 78T BT g SR — 3%, BD
T A XS Vero E6 4IEHY CCs 435110 3.32
mM F129.1 mMP2!, ARPEABFFE 1) 5 48 7341, AT LA
HED T T 3R . W R B v R+ 3R AT BB o 5
SRR B R RN R B v B e il 48 (3R 2-7) . X4k
T e i — 2D B S R AIE S

SARS-CoV -2 il R YL FTAEAR N 5 | A B2 2R 1 A5
S IB F N I NFKB, NFKB 7] 75 5 48 14 201 Jfa A1
T 57, IR IL-18 . IFN—vy .IP-10 MCP-1.I1L—4
FIIL-1057 A 43R4, ReillJ& TLR4 50l fe 2 53U
SARS-CoV -2 Wy 73 F L, LLifs & R AE I i s
SARS-CoV-2 J&YLJ5 , 15 3 1 52 1 4t it PR - JX 23
A REAEANZ 3 0 e BUNE T I 81, 95 1 AR A i i
Al BESE SARS-Co V-2 JERYLAE T 1% = T2 Ji PR 24, 4 it A1

22

TG 230 o e R G foh & 1 £ AN 4645 , o 5 9%
R EARC, R AR E E BT,
WEBH L 0 28 25 1 n] DL a LR AR Y O A
HEK293T-hACE2 41 ' NFKB 33 B #0s , % 7
SN TG (B 3). 8 5 DUHGTE IS M )
Zro BRTHUEIETESL , 758 20 HAT B 2 M e i
WA . T A LU 2 R g RE £ 0l B, a0
MAPK . PI3K/AKT I NFKB, #1 i ik U 210 Jf 15 4k , 584 fin
AR T 20 i B 0 T ST G 2 A R e %
D GERET, i FE BT R AT BT A A A
FH, A B30 IL-6 . IL-1B . IL-8 Fll TNF-ad6 (143
WA, 33K T AR AR B W B SRR B R R A — 2
(R FHTE F7 o P BIFEIE I, 75 78 28 ol 2% 1) ol o
R A TR YT T LA 40 ) 58 2 LA 19 NFKB 3
JEE G R S 3 G A R R XU BB AT o L
AT A ROR (] 4 RN 5, XS Zs SRR,
T 2 o 2 O s A IR YT T LA A
SARS-CoV-2 HIl R H 143 1Y NFKB 133k B 0
A 3R A 5 R B ARE SN o



%44 =

A < 75 15 2R A 3 40 A e 2 R 2 A P S 0 400 D 1 XL

4 NG

M, AT R K] SARS-CoV -2 HiIl 582K
Ha AR X . 7E SARS-CoV-2 %
AURIECT L 35 R B R 3R 0 Bt R 5 R T Rl L
AP NFKB 28 B2 380 ok i 25 0% 40 1l 1A XL
7 BRAIRYT R AR T TR AF A OR  FRATTRY
5% R 07 FIIG 7 8 el il R At T AR TR 25 )
2%,
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